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Public Law 92-451
AN ACT

To amend the provisions of title 14, United States Code, relating to the flag
officer structure of the Cloast Guard, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That title 14, United
States Code, is amended as follows:

(1) The first sentence of section 41 is amended by striking out “a
vice admiral” and inserting in lieu thereof “vice admirals”.

(2) The first sentence of subsection (e) of section 42 is amended b
inserting the words “or excluded under the provisions of section 9 %}Y
(1) of the Department of Transportation Act (80 Stat. 944 ; 49 U.S.C.
1657),” between the words “basis” and “shall”.

(3; The second sentence of section 44 is amended by striking out
the words “in the grade of captain or above” and inserting in lieu
thereof the words “sﬁ:ove the grade of captain”.

(4) Section 47 is amended by striking out the word “Assistant™
wherever it appears preceding the word “Commandant” and inserting
in lieu thereof the word “Vice”; by striking out the words “in the
grade of captain or above” in the second sentence of subsection (a) and
mserting in lieu thereof the words “above the grade of captain”; and
by striking out the word “An" in subsection (b) and inserting in lieu
thereof the word “A".

(5) By adding the following new sections at the end of chapter 3:

“8 50. Area commanders

“(a) The President may appoint, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, a Commander, Atlantic Area, and a Commander,
Pacific Area, each of whom shall be an intermediate commander
between the Commandant and the district commanders in his respec-
tive area and shall perform such duties as the Commandant may pre-
seribe. The area commanders shall be appointed from officers on the
active duty promotion list serving above the grade of captain, The
Commandant shall make recommendations for such appointments.

“(b{ An area commander shall, while so serving, have the grade of
vice admiral with pay and allowances of that grade. The appointment
of an area commander is effective on the date the officer assumes that
duty, and terminates on the date he is detached from that duty.

“8 51. Retirement

*(a) An officer who, while serving as Commander, Atlantic Area,
or Commander, Pacific Area, is retired for physical disability shall be
placed on the retired list with the grade and retired pay of vice
admiral.

“(b) An officer who is retired while serving as Commander, Atlantic
Area, or Commander, Pacific Area, or who, after serving at least two
and one-half years in the grade of vice admiral, is retired while servin,
in a lower grade, may in the discretion of the President, be retired with
the grade and retired pay of vice admiral.

* Ec) An officer who, after serving less than two and one-half years
in the grade of vice admiral, is retired while serving in a lower grade
shall be retired in his permanent grade and with the retired pay of
that grade.”

(6) The first sentence of section 287 is amended by striking out the
word and figures “or 289" and by inserting in lien thereof the word
and figures “289, or 2907,
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(7) Section 290 is amended to read as follows:

*“§ 290. Rear admirals; continuation on active duty; involuntary
retirement

*(a) The Secretary shall from time to time convene boards to rec-
ommend for continuation on active duty the most senior officers on
the active duty promotion list serving in the grade of rear admiral
who have not previously been considered for continuation in that
grade. Officers serving for the time being or who have served in the
grade of vice admiral are not subject to consideration for continuation
under this subsection, and as to all other provisions of this section
shall be considered. as having been continued- in the grade-of rear
admiral. A board shall consist of at least five officers serving in the
grade of vice admiral or as rear admirals previously continued. Boards
shall be convened frequently enough to assure that each officer serving
in the grade of rear admiral is subject to consideration for continu-
ation during a fiscal year in which he completes not less than four or
more than five years service in that grade,

“(b) The Secretary shall, based upon the needs of the service, fur-
nish each board convened under this section with the number of officers
to be considered for continuation on active duty. The number that may
be recommended for continuation shall be not less than 50 per centum
or more than 75 per centum of the number of officers being considered
for continuation.

“(e) The provisions of sections 253, 254, 258, and 260 of this title
relating to selection and continuation boards shall to the extent the
are not inconsistent with the provisions of this section, apply to boardy;
convened under this section.

“(d) A board convened under this section shall submit its report
to the Secretary. If the board has acted contrary to law or regulation,
the Secretary may return the report for proceedings in revision and
resubmission to the Secretary. After his final review the Secretar
shall submit the report of the board to the President for his approval.

“(e) Each officer who is considered but not continued on active duty
under the provisions of this section shall, unless retired under some
other provision of law, be retired on June 30 of the fiscal year in which
the report of the continuation board convened under this section is
approved.

“(f) Each officer who is continued on active duty under the provi-
sions of this section shall, unless retired under some other provision
of law, be retired on June 30 of the fiscal year in which he completes
a total of thirty-six years of active commissioned service, including
service creditable for retirement purposes under sections 432, 433, 434
of this title.

“(g) Notwithstanding subsection (f) of this section, the Comman-
dant, with the approval of the Secretary, may by annual action retain
on active duty from fiscal year to fiscal year any officer who would
otherwise be retired under subsection (f). An officer so retained, unless
retired under some other provision of law, shall be retired on June 30
of that fiscal year in which no action is taken to further retain him
under this subsection.”

(8) The analysis of chapter 3 is amended by striking out :

‘47, Assistant Commandant; assignment; retirement."”
and inserting in lieu thereof :

“47. Vice Commandant ; assignment ; retirement.
“50. Area commanders.
*“51. Retirement.”.
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(9) The analysis of chapter 11 is amended by striking out :
#2090, Rear admirals; retention on the active list; involuntary retirement.,”
and inserting in lieu thereof :
200. Rear admirals; continuation on active duty; involuntary retirement.”.

SEc. 2. Subsection (f) of section 202 of title 37, United States Code,
is amended to read as follows:

*“(f) The number of rear admirals on the active list of the Coast
(Guard entitled to the basic pay of a rear admiral of the upper half is
one-half of the number of oﬂg::ers on the active list in grades above
captain, less the number of officers serving in grades above rear admiral.
If the division results in an odd number, the odd number shall be placed
in the upper half. However, an officer who is entitled to the basic pay of
a rear acf::iral of the upper half may not have his basic pay reduced
solely because the number of rear admirals is reduced.”

INTERIM PROVISIONS

Sec, 3, This Act is etfective upon enactment except that continnation
boards, pursuant. to subsection (a) of section 290 of title 14, United
States Clode, as amended by this Act, may not be held until one year
following enactment hereof. During the period of one year following
enactment hereof the Secretary of the Department in which the Coast
(Guard is operating shall convene a board consisting of not less than
three ("oast Guard officers serving in the grade of vice admiral to rec-
ommend for continuation on active duty Coast Guard officers on the
active duty promotion list serving in the grade of rear admiral, who
during the fjlsml vear in which the board meets will complete not less
than five years’ service in that grade. Subsections (b) through (g) of
section 290 and other sections of title 14, United States Code, as
amended by this Act, apply to continuation board action taken pur-
suant to this section. No officer who is entitled to the basic pay of a
rear admiral of the upper half may have his basic pay reduced because
of the reduction which results from this Act in the number of officers
entitled to the bhasic pay of a rear admiral of the npper half.

Approved October 2, 1972.

Public Law 92-452

JOINT RESOLUTION

To authorize the President to issue a proclamation designating the week in
November of 1472 which inclndes Thanksgiving Day as “National Family
Week™,

Resolred by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in ("ongress ussembled, That the President is hereby
authorized and requested to issue a proclamation desi atm%t-he week
beginning on the Sunday preceding the fourth Thursday in November
of 1972 as “National Family Week™ and inviting the Governors of
the several States, the chief officials of local governments, and the
people of the United States to obhserve such day with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

Approved October 2, 1972,
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